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JONES PAPERS. 

(From the Originals in the Library of Congress.) 
(Continued.) 



Thomas Jones to Mrs. Pratt 

Madam 

It is certainly a failing to persuade ourselves into expectation 
of a Sudden happiness, considering the many impediments 
we daily meet with in ye prosecution of most of our Intentions 
tho in imagination we have so fair a prospect of attaining to 
what we most desire to injoy, as if no obstacles were in the way 
to prevent us in accomplishing our designs, from which motive 
rather than ye light of my own reason I promised myself last 
week the pleasure of waiting on you in so short a time as I 
then proposed and tho I am oblidged to bear ye tedious ab- 
sence with the greatest reluctance, I hope it is more tollerable 
to you, and that you are in perfect health and tranquility of 
Mind. I should be very unhappy to fall under your censure 
for want of paying you all ye respect that is in my power upon 
so very ingaging an occasion that without nattering I value 
equal with my life. 

I cannot say I have had any return of my illness, but it is 
daily declining yet on Friday last the cause appeared to have 
been so violent that I am still obliged to keep to strict Rules 
with ye Comfort of close confinement, the diversion of much 
impertinence & the subsistance of thin suppings, not having 
been beholden to my Teeth these three weeks for doing their 
office which penance I am afraid I must endure some time 
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longer, and suppose shall not come to my usual way of mod- 
erate living this fortnight This regularity may seem unneces- 
sarily cautious, or like a tenderness of self love but I do assure 
you 'tis for neither of those Reasons, for if I receive a benefit 
by it it may be attributed to you rather than any other Cause 
otherwise I should think it a matter of no great consequence. 
The time of night with my true inclination bids me wish you 
ye Sweetest rest under ye safe protection of all that is good. 
I am 

Dearest Madam 
October ye 27 th 1725 Your most faithful, and most obedient 
Wednesday night humble Servant 
Nine a Clock Thos. Jones 



Expense Account of Mrs. Thomas Jones in England. 

I (1) arrived at Dover June ye 6, 1728. I brought from 
Virginia 9 pistoles & I received 10 guineys of Mr Randle [Ran- 
dolph] ye 25 rec'd 15 pound of him. An account of my ex- 
penses since I arrived. Augt ye 17 th rec'd of Mr Rand'l 
15 pound. 

£ s d 

*** [illegible] ashore at Dover 15[?] 6 

The stage coach & expenses on ye road 2 10 

Hackney Coach to Capt. Randolphs & to Chel- 
sea 5 6 

Coach hire and Cart hire to Ditto 15[?] 6 

A fan Is, 6d A purse Is, 6d. [entry erased] 3 

to S'r Hans Slone 2 fees 1 17 6 

Wednesday June ye 26 paid Mrs Randol— 1[?] 15 

July ye 9 paid to her [part of page missing] 

(1) Three years after Mrs. Pratt's marriage to Thomas Jones her 
health became so bad that she went to England to consult physicians, 
among them Sir Hans Sloane. A fragment of her expense account while in 
England is in the Jones Papers. A good deal of it has been mutilated. 
Capt. Randolph was no doubt Edward Randolph (son of Wm. of Va.) 
then a resident of London. Flora was probably Mrs. Jones maid. It 
is one of the very few records we have of the expenses of a Virginian's 
visit to England. 
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quar. of a p 'd of tea 4s. 6d. 

Half a pound of powder starch & blew [part 

missing] 
Coach hire to London & carrying a trunk [part 

missing] 
Carriage of a letter and other odd things [part 

missing] 
To the watchman for getting things ashore 

[part missing] 
* * * ling my velvet Cap [entry erased] [part 

missing] 
p 'd Capt Bradly for floras shoes & getting same 

[part missing] 
July ye 10, p 'd Mrs Randol [part missing] 
A silk handkershief 6s. 6d. & * * * [entry 

erased] [part missing] 
Paper & pens Is. Coals Is. 
boat hire to Westminster [part missing] 
July ye 11 p'd Mrs. Randol [part missing] 
Mending clogs [entry erased] 

Coach hire to & from Mrs Dr * * * lis 2 

Stage coach to hamstead 5[?] 

boat hire to ratclif 1 

Mrs Parkers maid 

hampton stage and for ye car'ge of a ham 

thither. 5 

to a porter for going to Rand 'Is & other things.-. 2 

Soap [part missing] 

Wine [part missing] 

[Part of a page including about 10 lines missing 

here] 
An account of money I have laid laid out for * * * 
10 yds & a half edging for sis. Ninny at 4s. 6d. 
4 [ ?] yds for sis Lucy at 9s. 6d. a yd 
2 pair of bath metle buckles 
1 p'r of worsted stockings 

1 yd of duffel 

2 doz & y<i pair of gloves at 5s. for a doz. 
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8 [?] p 'r for Mr Lister at 15s. a doz. 

Making the cloak & finding 

2 pr of Stockings, Mr. Lister 

8 p'r of thread stockings at 9 [or 4]s. 4d. a 

yard [sic] 
A pr of worsted stockings 
6 yds of black satten to line ye scarfe * * * 
4 silk handkerchiefs for Mr Lister * * * 

The haberdasher's bill-, 2 9 

300 needles at 8..._ .0 2 

10 yds of bags 1 

Mending old fan sticks 3 6 

1 pr stays for sis rachel 2 2 8 

A stomacher 2 

6 doz. of wascoat buttons, Mr. Fitzirlian .0 1 

6 doz. for Mr Lister 

* * *Mrfitzion 6 

hair powder 4 

* * * mes & 2 dutch.. 1 

* * * 1 Can for hoops .0 3 

* * * Velvet clogs .0 9 

* * * Calamco shoes 8 6 

* * * green & blew 12 

* * * Crimson lutestring at 4s. 4& 9 9 

* * * of black at 4s 4 6 

* * * straw colour. 18 

* * * alf of white _ 6 

* * * imson _ 9 

half an el of gallom 2 9 

4 masks.- 8 

1 p's of India Calico 19 

2 p's of shambo [?] 8 6 

1 p 's of shagreen 2 18 

makeing ye scarf 5 

6 yds of lutestring for my Mother 9s yd 2 12 

An ell of green to face robe it._ 3 3 

Augst ye 2 pd. Mrs Randal 1 10 

Coach hire from Mr. Listers.- 1 



166 VIRGINIA HISTORICAL MAGAZINE. 

postage of a letter. 

Soap & water ....0 

Augt ye 9 pd. Mrs Randol 1 

to ye coachman & wine._ 

* * * [illegible] of worsted for Flora [entry erased] 
[a line erased & illegible] 

A snuf box [entry erased]- 

boat hire to & from Mr. Randolphs 

* * * [illegible] pd. Mr. Midleton._.._ 

* * * [illegible] to & from London 

* * * ey for ye childrens pettycoats [entry erased]0 

* * * loos for Tom & 1 for Dolly [entry erased]..0 
xx fr Sukey & * * * [illegible] for Betty Pratt 

[entry erased] 

* * * pettycoat [entry erased] 

[Line illegible] 

* * * childrens caps & ribbons [entry erased].... 

* * * Tom 

* * * ves 6 pair [entry erased] 

* * * clock [entry erased] 

pd. Mrs. Rand'l 1 

* * * letters & 2 crosnotes (0 

* * * my things [?] from Chelsea ._ \0 

* * * receaved from thence pd Mrs. R 

[line illegible] 1 

Coach hire from Chelc 

the stage coach to Bath & a carriage of a trunk....2 

carrying a box on to Mr Randolphs..- 

A chair to the inn 

expences on ye road 

Aug ye 22 we came to bath an account of my 

expences. 
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Thomas Jones to Mrs. Jones in England. 

Virginia July ye 8 th 1728 
My Dearest Life 

I received your agreeable Letter by Capt. Mayne, who gave 
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me ye pleasure of leting me know he left you pretty well and 
that it was fine Weather & a good wind which prosperous 
beginning gives me great hopes of a good end, that your Voy- 
age will have its desired Effect, and that you will be perfectly 
restored to your health and as I can desire nothing so much 
I shall be in the highest expectations imaginable of hearing 
you are well by the first opportunity that offers, which you may 
be assured will be the most acceptable to me of anything next 
to the possession of your dearest Person, which I should think 
the greatest Blessing that Heaven could bestow upon me, 
and shou'd receive it with the greatest Joy unto my open arms, 
which is not Words of Course, but proceeds from the dictates 
of the sincerest affection that can be imagined, and cou'd I 
say more that ever was said before upon this subject, it wou'd 
not be sufficient to express the tender regard and perfect In- 
clination I have for you and as I wou'd not seem inconsistant 
with myself and that you shou'd not have any Reason to be- 
lieve that my inclinations do's not keep pace with my pro- 
fessions I cannot forbear accusing myself for not writing to you 
by the last ships which has given me the most unexpressible, 
and though you may have goodness enough to excuse it, yet 
there remains the greatest difficulty of forgiving myself which 
I cannot overcome, nor shall I have any true satisfaction of 
Mind till I hear from you. The true Reason of it was, that 
having till then defer 'd writing to Col. Randolph upon many 
particulars relating to the Cary's affairs, and mine in Order to a 
settlement, which required a great deal of consideration and 
took up a great deal of time besides a long Letter of business 
to Capt. Randolph (2) about my affairs with him, and at last 
cou'd not finish any of them to send by those ships, and it 
wou'd have look'd very od to have enclos'd a Letter for you 
in a bare complimentary one to him when he might have ex- 
pected something more to the purpose, but I very much repent 
I did not enclose one for you to Mrs. Pratt or Parker. I am 
afraid it has given you a great deal of uneasiness for what I am 

(2) Col. Jones had business transactions with Capt. Edward Ran- 
dolph (then a merchant in London) and Robert Cary, also a London 
merchant. The Pratt mentioned was John Pratt of Manor Street, 
Chelsea, an uncle of Mrs. Jones' first husband. 
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extremely sorry and had rather bear the burthen of your share of 
ye trouble and my own too than any shou 'd remain upon you. 

Our family has all been very well ever since you went, 
and is so now, Madam Pratt (3) is as sturdy as ever she was, 
and I think she looks rather better than when you left her, her 
Aunt Binny and she has been bedfellows ever since, her Grand 
Ma-Ma and her grand Pa-Pa are extremely indulgent of her, 
and take a great deal of notice of the rest of the children. 

Tom for the first fortnight after you went was a little out of 
Order with his Teeth, but has been very well ever since; he, 
runs about the house, hollows and makes a noise all day long 
and as often as he can, gets out of Doors, at my return I found 
a great alteration in the use of his Feet in so short a time, 
and I believe is as forward in that as most Children of two years 
old, when he falls I order him not to be taken up by which 
means he takes it patiently unless he hurts himself pretty much ; 
he is very backward with his tongue, I use him to pa-pa; & 
Ma-ma, and in a morning he will say (not Tea) but Tee, and 
sometimes mo' which is all ye improvement he has made that 
way; he grows Tall and is a fine Boy. 

Dolly has had her health and thrives very well; and is as 
fine a Child I think as ever was born, always pretty & pleasant, 
hardly ever cries, or hardly ever out of humor and is a most 
engaging chit I begin to think you did me a great deal of wrong 
when you reproved me for not loving her so well as Tom. 

I have sent by Capt. Towers a Box marked T. E. I. in which 
there is 4 Pint Bottles of Cittern Water, a Cagg of Sweetmeats 
which is all of those sorts that Porter brought in, and a Pott of 
Tamerins, having kept some of them myself, and there is three 
pint bottles of Bares Oyl your Mother sent with the Brasses 
belonging to the Coach, 4 Coats (4) without the Crest, 2 Crests 

(3) "Madam Pratt" was a playful name for Betty Pratt, Mrs. Jones' 
daughter. The grandparents of the child were Elizabeth (Catesby) 
widow of Dr. William Cocke, and now wife of John Holloway, Speaker 
of the House of Burgesses. "Tom", was Thomas Jones, born Dec. 25, 
1726, died 1785-6. He was Colonel of Militia, and Clerk of Northumber- 
land County until 1781 when he removed to "Spring Garden," Hanover 
County. He married Sally, daughter of James Skelton. "Dolly" was 
Dorothea Jones, born Feb. 2d, 1727, died about 1780, who married first 
George Donald, merchant, of Glasgow, and secondly Mr. Arbuthnot. 

(4) These were the coats of arms and crests for the harness and coach. 
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for the Coach and 8 Crests for ye Harness, there is 4 Topp- 
ings for the Horses wanting, which I suppose must be the Color 
of ye linings of ye Coach. I shall send you my Coat in a little 
time to have them chang'd & further directions. 

I shall not trouble you with anything further now but to begg 
of you to take care of yourself for mine and the Childrens 
sakes, as well as your own, and I hope you will consider what a 
dependence both they, & I have upon you, for my part all ye 
real injoyment and comfort I can expect in this World is con- 
fined to you, & If it was not for the hopes of having your dear 
Conversation again, life would be but a burthen to me, and that 
seems to be at such a distance that tis almost insupportable. 
However let me intreat you to omit nothing that may contri- 
bute to your health, in point of time, expense, and all proper 
methods, & means that can be us'd, that, that Dear precious 
life may be prolong 'd which I value more than anything 
whatsoever, which with my hearty love & service to our Sister 
Rachel concludes from My Dearest Life 

Your ever affectionate Husband 

Thos. Jones. 

Pray give my love and very humble service to your Uncle 
Mark (5) & to whom else you think proper. 



Thomas Jones to Mrs. Jones in England. 

Virginia ye 6 th 1728 

My Dearest Life 

The Gent 'n that will deliver you this if it is not too difficult 

is one Doct'r John Kirton who came hither from Barbadoes 

in order to settle with his family if he had found suitable en- 

couragem't in the way of his proffession, But as he has not, has 

determin'd to make a Voyage to England & to return from 

thence to Barbados. He has been very well recomended 

(5) Mark Catesby the Naturalist. Mrs. Jones had two other uncles, 
John and Jekyll Catesby, and an aunt, Rachel, who married George 
Rutherford. The latter in a letter to Mrs. Jones, June 27, 1728, writes 
"your uncle Jekyll, together with Mrs. Bruce and your aunt are removed 
from Hedingham to his house at Lowmarsh." Judge Jones in his geneal- 
ogy of the family shows that Elizabeth, daughter of Nicholas Jekyll, of 
Castle Hedingham, Essex, married in 1670, John Catesby, of Sudbury, 
Suffolk, and was mother of Mark Catesby, Mrs. Cocke, &c. 
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to me and from People that have known him in Barbados 
have told me he is a Person very well respected there, and of 
good Credit and Character. The Gentm'n supposing himself 
to be under some obligations to me tho of very little Conse- 
quence to him, offer 'd his service to pay you a Visit with this 
Letter and to let you know that we were all very well att ye 
latter end of last mo: and I can assure you that we are now in 
perfect health I told him I did not know how to direct him to 
you, & that you might be at Bath, upon which he told me 
If you was he shou'd see you there In a small Box by Capt. 
Rogers, there is two pint bottles of Citron Water, which I had 
from him, and there are three Topings for ye Coach Horses 
that I mention 'd in my former letter, Mr. Kinton told me he 
wou 'd send me up some Coker Nutts, & have now writ to him 
to take them with him for you, which I hope will reach him in 
time. I got a Fawn to send you for your Son Billy but he 
killed himself in a day or two after I had him. I have laid out 
for Squirrels and Birds, but cou'd not get any to send you. 
If I can, and that I have an opportunity will send them, or 
keep them for you to send yourself when you come in. My time 
is but short by this opportunity therefore shall conclude with 
my love & service to Sister Rachel and all friends, assuring 
you that forever I am 

My Dearest Life 

Your most affectionate 
Thos. Jones 

If you go through Bristol to Bath I desire you wou'd not 
trouble Mr Lyde. If you do go I think it would be but Charity 
to see that poor unhappy boy Fred Jones, his directions to me 
is at Mr Gyde's in Bristol or Mr: Dovermore (?) at Bath 
as to any omission in him it may be for want of my taking 
notice of you to him, or the trouble he is in for his misfortune. 

I have sent you by this opportunity a Bill of Exchange on 
Mr. Wm. Dawkins for fifty pounds, which I suppose he will 
make no scruple of paying, having the effects in his hands. 
I always and ever shall be my 

Dearest y'r most affect. 
Thos. Jones 
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Thomas Jones to Mrs Jones in England 

Virginia September the 30 th 1728 
My Dearest Life 

I know not where this will meet with you, but I suppose the 
season will invite you to London, or your inclinations to Chelsea, 
where I hope you found everything at least as much to your 
satisfaction as you expected; and that you are by this time 
very much mended in your health, which woud be the most 
acceptable News to me I cou'd receive. It is impossible for 
you to imagine the many anxious thoughts I have for you 
finding no relief in anything to support my confused mind, 
but the hopes of you doing well, on which depends my only 
happiness, on the contrary my certain misery, always wishing 
for one, or dreading the tother, that I can have no true conso- 
lation till the substance appears, that has made soo deep an 
impression upon my Heart, as cannot be worn off till its Fountain 
shall fail to supply the various channels of Life 

Betty Pratt is very well, about a week ago she had two fits 
of an ague & Fever, but she has taken the Bark, and is perfectly 
recovered. She is excedingly fondled at tother House, more, 
than I think, is necessary tho she manages herself with it better 
than one cou'd expect from a Child of her age. 

Tom has been very well, he thrives every day. I wish I 
cou'd say as much of poor Dolly, having been very much 
out of Order ab't a month but has been mending this fort- 
night past, and is now pretty well. These two endearing 
Mementos of your affection claims my Love and Pity in the 
highest degree, and tho' your Mothers very Vigilant & good, 
and their Aunts very kind to them, yet, as they are insensible 
of the want of a Mother, I cannot help mourning for your 
absence as well for them as myself. I know you dont need to 
be put in mind of any Duty incumbent on you, or that you are 
regardless of us, nor, wou 'd I hasten your return sooner than you 
desire, or sooner than tis convenient for you in regard to your 
health. But to whom shou'd I address my Complaints for 
want of that which is most valuable and dearest to me, but to 
the object that under the directions and protection of the 
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Almighty Power can only give me ease and all the happiness I 
can enjoy. 

I have heard of the safe arrival of Bradby (6) and the rest ofthe 
ships at that time, by a Letter from Mr. Falconer, & others 
to some People here, of ye 20 th & 27 th of June, by a ship which 
came out in July and arrived here ab 't three weeks agoe, but 
cou'd hear nothing of you. I understand Mr Falconer gives 
an acct. that Mr. Pratt was so ill there was little hopes of his 
life if he was not Dead, for which Reason I have not writ to 
him. If he has taken his leave of this World, I think it not 
improper for you to take some notice on behalf of your Children 
[apparently something is missing here from the copy of the 
letter] opportunity, and if I find there is occasion shall leave 
nothing undone that is necessary 

I know not how to advise you in your passage back suitable 
to your convenience in point of time or any thing else, tho if 
you have found the benefit that might be hoped for, I suppose 
by the time this reaches you, you may think of looking this 
way, Bradby & Cant I think are the best ships that comes to 
York river, which may be the first this year, I can't tell, but 
perhaps a latter ship may suit you best, as Bradby was latest 
last year. The Micajah & Philip that comes to James River 
is as good as the best ships that comes hither, but Bradby 
the master seems to be a little conceited & prodigal. The 
Williamsburg is a good ship and I believe Rogers the master 
to be a good natured man, but perhaps she may [stay?| too 
long if Randolph do 's come in her I think that need not be any 
objection to you. I suppose Packe (if he gets a ship) will 
offer his service to you, but she may be a small or one that has 
not been try'd in this Trade and do a little suspect his Con- 
duct, but the two Randolphs that has us'd the sea, and that 
has been sev'll Voyages with him, better know his abilities 
than I can pretend to. The more I think of it the more con- 
fus'd I am. Whenever the happy moment comes it will be 
exceedingly welcome; and tho in more indiffer't things it 
would be but a short time, but in my case every month will be 
long & tedious till I am Bless 'd with your dear Conversation 

(6) Long commander of a ship in the Virginia trade. 
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that I prefer before all the Treasure, grandieur, & pleasure 
that the World can give ? How is it possible for me to live 
without my only Joy & Comfort. I am sure I must needs have 
tired your patience therefore I shall conclude with assuring 
my dearest Life, that, with the highest passion, the sincerest 
love can enjoin me, for ever, I am your most faithful and 
most affectionate 

Thos. Jones 

1 hope you will remember Garden seeds of ye best sort 
& if 'tis not too troublesom to get me a Bushel of Turnip 
seed because I want to sow a good deal of Ground at my Plan- 
tation for cattle, pray let all your seeds be fresh & good & you 
had best bring them with you. If they are put in the hold of 
ye ship they will be spoil 'd, therefore they must be kept upon 
ye upper Deck and air'd as often as you can, which some of 
ye People will do for a Bottle of Brandy now and then. 

If you cou'd get some Flowers for all ye seasons, with some 
Instructions from y'r Uncle Catesby it would do very well. 

Pray don't fail my best respects to Mr. Catesby & all friends 
that inquire for me, not forgetting Sister Rachel. Your 
sisters give their kind love to you & y'r Moth'r desire me to 
tell you she rit by Whitaker for 2 doz: of fashionable large Wine 
glasses all of a sort 

A fashionable Ring to set a dish upon in the middle of a Table. 

A large course Sieve to sift meal for Bread, those we had 
come in past year are only fit for fine flower making very great 
waste for Bread 2 P'r fine greay rolling Wosted stockings for 
myself 

2 p 'cs of gingham of a colour you like exactly of one colour 
to make a summer sute 

1 doz: of cheap knives & 1 doz. of forks and I think a good 
strong large kitchen knife or two is wanting 



Thomas Jones to Mrs. Jones in England. 

Virginia Octob'r ye 11 th 1728 
My Dearest Life, 

I wrote to you the 30 th of last mo : by one Capt. Whytaker 
and was then so particular that I have but little to say now, 
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& I expect this will come by him, the tother was under Cover 
to Mrs. Jane Parker. Your Mother desires me to tell you 
that she wrote to you ab't three weeks agoe, & sent it to York 
and expects it will go by Whytaker. 

We are all very well, Dolly having perfectly recovered her 
health, and is in a very thriving Condition. I believe I need 
not lengthen this Letter with persuading arguments to induce 
you to believe that with the most earnest desire I wish for 
the perfect recovery of your health, and your speedy return 
for many Reasons. 

I lately writ to one Capt. Burbyage an old acquaintance 
and friend of mine, leting him know you was in England & 
referred him to Capt. Bradbey if you was in Town to inform 
him where you was, who 'tis probable may pay you a Visit, 
if he do 's I would have you take all the notice of him that is 
necessary, as a man that I have a great deal of Reason to be- 
lieve wishes me very well, and that I believe wou'd readily 
do you all the service in his power, or that you may have 
occasion to make use of him for. I dont recom'end him to 
you for a fine Gent 'n but a plain honest sincere man, and one 
that has had opportunities of knowing the World in his way. 
I have nothing farther now but that my best Wishes attend 
you and that forever I am 

My Dearest Life 
Your most affectionate 
Tho. Jones. 



Bill for Books, Williamsburg 1719-1721 

[In 1719-21, William Harding, Frederick, and Thomas 
Jones, sons of Frederick Jones, of North Carolina, were at 
school in Williamsburg, Va, under the care of their uncle, 
Thomas Jones. They were probably at the William & Mary 
Grammar School. The bill, from a Williamsburg Merchant, 
was rendered to Thomas Jones] 
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The 3 Jones acct for books Dr 

July 2, 1719 

Fred. To one Cato & one jEsop .30 9d 

For 2 d Fred. To one Ovid's Epistles.— 2 

Do H[arding]. To Erasmus and one Ovid's Epistles.-. 6 6 

Sept. 19. Fred. To one quire fine paper.— 1 3 

F'br23. one quire paper 1 

March 16. to two Dictionaries.— 15 10 

Do. to two Com pro'n books latin 6 6 

April 1. To Do one _ 3 3 

May 13. To two Ovid Metamorph's.... 5 6 

Do. To two Quintus Curtius _ 3 

Do. To one quire best pap 'r __ 1 3 

16. To a Dictionary for Thos._ 7 11 

Dec. 7. a Grammar for Fred 1 9 

May 23. To a Vocabulary _ 1 3 

July 19. H'g [Harding] to a Justin 1 6 

Do. To a Justin with notes 2 6 

Do 23. To a quire of fine paper 1 3 

Augt. 17. Tho. To pap'r Ink powder _ 6 

8 br. 3. H 'g to a quire of paper 1 

X br 8. To two Terence — 3 

1721 

March 7. To a quire of paper Fred— 1 

Apl. 26. one Phaedrus fab'l— _ 1 7 

May 2 d a Pantheon. Fred 4 6 

Sept. 28. Two Buchanans 11 

7 br. 25. Thomas, a Garretson & Gram'r 3 

9 br. 21. a gradus & greek gram'r, H 6 6 

Do. To a greek gram 'r Fred— 2 

Apl 6. To a Ward's Math guide, H'g.._ 6 4^6 

Aug. 7. To a Virgil Menbt [?] notes 3 9 

Do. To a Caesars Coment H _ 3 9 



Settlement on Mrs. Jones 1732 
In 1732 Col. Thomas Jones of Williamsburg, settled on his 
wife, after his death, certain property, including [abstract 
only given] 
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11 leather chairs, 1 large oval table, 1 round table, a Dutch 
table, a card table, an Indian Japan tea table, a china tea pot, 
slop bowl and sugar dish, 12 tea cups, 13 coffee cups, 14 saucers, 
a large looking glass, 26 pictures in frames, 12 pictures in black 
frames covered with glass, 3 dozen of glasses, 4 mugs, 2J/£ 
dozen knives & forks, 1 p'r iron dogs, a corner cupboard & 
some pieces of china standing in or on it, 12 cups & 7 punch 
bowls — all of which things are now in a room of the dwelling 
of said Thomas Jones called the Hall and most of them are 
part of the usual furniture of the hall. 

A great chest, a Beuroe with drawers, 20 suits of clothes 
for negroes, 50 books &c — all in a small room behind the Hall. 

16 pr. sheets, 29 table clothes, 5 doz. napkins, 3 doz. towels, 
contained in 2 chests, 30 course sheets for negroes, &c. in a 
room called the back Porch. 

13 china dishes, 12 china plates, * * * china cups & saucers, 
2 Delph dishes, * * * Delph plates, 12 Delph cups & saucers, 
* * * flower bottles, 6 glass decanters, 6 glasses with covers, 
2 punch bowls & other things in a room of said house upon 
the right coming into the back porch & 2 oval tables in the entry 
or passage 

Two feather beds, mattresses & bolsters, two sets of cur- 
tains & Vallences, 2 quilts & 2 p'r blankets, a French walnut 
Beuroe, a walnut escritoire, 6 chairs, dressing table & glass — 
in a room called the chamber 

7 chairs, a square table, a chest of drawers, a looking glass, 
&c. — in the New Room. 

4 beds, 2 tables, 2 chairs, 4 chests, &c, in the othe ro ms 
of the House 

[There is also a deed, dated Aug. 10, 1749, by which Thomas 
Jones, settled at his death on his wife Elizabeth, £1500 sterling 
— This deed has fine armorial seal of Benjamin Waller, clerk of 
the Court.] 



Account with Estate of Col. Frederick Jones, 1726. 
[Frederick Jones, Chief Justice of North Carolina, died in 
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1722. After his death his children were brought to Williams- 
burg, where they were under the care of their uncle, Thomas 
Jones. This bill is for goods bought in that town for them.] 

1 pr. womans stockins & silk lace 3s 6d 

1 pr. womans Spanish shoes &}4m. pins 6 2 

1 quire paper, 1 p'r stock's for Harding 9 

1 pr. shoes & 1 silk handkerchief for do 13 

1 pr. gloves for do.— 2 

1 hank silk $ Miss Jenny.- 10 

2 yds. white sarsnet for do $ Miss Ann Cocke 7 4 

6 pr. womens lamb gloves $ Miss Jenny 10 

2 pr. girls shoes $ Mr Weldon 6 

7% of chex.- 11 fyi 

1 pr. spatterdashes, 1 pr spurs do 17 9 

1 pound Spanish snuff <P Harding...— 5 

Zy 2 yds. Broadcloth at 14 s £2 5 

5 yds shalloon 12 6 

5 doz. coat & 9 doz. breast buttons 8 3 

8 Hanks Twis 4 

1 pr. garters & buckles — 1 3 

3 yds Domothy. 4 6 

% yds scafrlet] at 22J^s., 1 pr silk & 1 pr thread stock- 
ings f> Harding £1 6 3 

1 belt & 1 pr. Gloves— 5 6 

1 pr. womens Spanish shoes...— 5 6 

1 yd. muslin ^ Miss Jenny „ 10 

1 pr girls mittens.- 

["Miss Jenny" was Jane Jones, who afterwards married 
Samuel Swann, Speaker of the North Carolina House of Bur- 
gessess.] 



A London Bill for a Hat 1724 

[This was doubtless a hat bought in London by Thomas Jones 
for one of his nieces.] 
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London Sept 18, 1824 

A Girlp blew hatt lined silk 8 6 

A Rich open silver lace 5 

A ribbon band. 6 

A deal box 6 

Bought of William Rolfe, London 



Board Bill, Williamsburg 1724 (&c) 

Thomas Jones 1724 (&c) 

Rebecca Jones, 3 years board £45 00 

Martha Jones 2 years & 7 months board at £15 38 15 

To Margaret Bates for knitting 2 pr. stockings 3 

To pd. John Eton 2 straw hats 4 



Thomas Jones to Mrs. Jones, (a) Caroline County, 1736 

My Dearest Life 

I hope you have had the satisfaction of hearing the Children 

were all well by my Letter of 23 rd Instant by Mr. Lomax who 

went out of Town that Morning, whom I desired to give it a 

conveyance to you as soon as he got home. I heard from 

King's Creek on Sunday Night and they were all very well; 

and so is Tom and every body here. I sent the Mare and a 

Horse up to day to help you down, and Will is to follow on 

(a) Mrs Jones was at this time visiting her sister, Anne, (bom June, 
1704) who married, Sept. 2, 1732, Major William Woodford of "Windsor," 
Caroline Co. They were the parents of Brig. General William Woodford, 
of the Revolution. "Mr. Lomax" was Lunsford Lomax (b. Nov. 5, 
1705; d. June 10, 1772) of "Porto Bago", Caroline County. He was a 
member of the House of Burgesses 1742-1755. "Kings Creek" on York 
River near Williamsburg was, at this time, the home of the son or grand- 
son of James Burwell, who died in 1718. James Burwell of "Kings Creek" 
married 1757-8, Anne daughter of Col. Thomas Jones. Littlepages and 
Crutchfields were warehouses on the Mattapony. "Col. Martin" was 
John Martin of Caroline. Capt. Hill's was in King and Queen, and Mrs. 
Chamberlayne was the widow of William Chamberlayne of New Kent. 
This letter shows some of the difficulties of travelling in Colonial Virginia. 
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friday having had some earnest business for him I could not 
send him the beginning of the week, and as he is to go part 
of the way by water from Littlepages to Crutchfields, I suppose 
he will be three or four days going up and must stay about the 
Horses and the Harness at least as many days there so that it 
will be the latter end of next week at soonest before he gets to 
Mr. Woodford's; for which there is a necessity and is what I 
cannot help. I should be glad to shorten the time for I am 
sure nobody ever more earnestly wished for what they most 
desire to enjoy, than I do to see you. I doubt you'll have but 
a tedious passage down, for this Horse was never in a Chariot 
before, and if he is awkard you will be able to make but short 
stages, therefore before you get past, Col'l Martin's you 
had best enquire of Mingoe and Will whether you can reach 
Capt. Hills, and you will have another long stage from Mrs. 
Chamberlain's home, but if it is too far, I think you had best 
stopp at Fomne's where the Horses will be well taken care of 
and you and your Company well provided for. Mrs. Hold- 
crafts is about four or five miles this side Fornne's but she may 
think your Company and Horses too great a burthen, and I 
had rather be at the expense than to trouble anybody 

I shall now leave you to the Protection and care of the De- 
vine Providence for your preservation and to direct you 
for the best in everything, with which and my kind love to the 
Children including little Bess, and what is proper to the rest 
of the family 

I conclude as I truly am 

My Dearest Life 
Your ever affectionate 
October 27, 1736 Husband 

Tho. Jones 

I hope my Dear will be so kind as to let me know by the 
Post when you design to begin your Journey. I wish for the 
day I may expect. Adue my dearest 

T. J. 
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Thomas Jones to Mrs. Jones, Caroline Co., 1736 

My Dearest Life 

I wrote to you last Sunday by Mr. Charles Carter's boy, 
who I heard was to go up the next day. I then informed you 
we were all very well except Jamy Burwell, and on Tuesday 
last afternoon I heard from thence he had miss'd his feaver 
and was much better and that every body else was very well. 
Your Mother was here last Night; and supposes as we have 
heard nothing from thence since every body is well there. 
She proposed to fetch up the Children to morrow because she 
understands there will be a great deal of Company on Sunday 
to stay all Night. I hear she is a little out of order to day 
if that prevents her going I shall take some care about things 
myself Fred, it seems strutts about the House and is as Noisy 
as a Bully. Billy is very easy and quiet and now sleeps well 
o' Nights which it seems he did not do at first. Saturday 
after you went Tom and I had some difference, but I got the 
better. Since which he has been a very orderly good Boy 
and is very good Company. Pray tell Catesby that Manil 
dines with his Bro'r Tom and me every day, but he * * * 
and is such a nasty Beast and so Noisy if he does not make 
haist home I'll turn him out of Doors You may tell Betty 
Pratt there has been but two Plays (b) since she went which is 
Cato by the Young Gent'm of the College as they call them- 
selves, and the Busy body by the Company on Wednesday 
Night last, and I believe there will be another to Night, they 
have been at a great loss for a fine Lady who I think is to be 
called Dorinda; but that difficulty is now overcome by finding 
her, which was to be the greatest Secret, and as such 'tis 
said to be Miss Anderson that came to Town with Mrs. Carter. 

(b) In the Virginia Gazette, Sept. 3, 10, 1736, is the following item: 
"This Evening will be performed at the Theatre, by the young Gentle- 
men of the College, The Tragedy of Cato: and, on Monday, Wednesday, 
and Friday next, will be acted the following Comedies, by the Gentle- 
men and Ladies of this County, viz.: "The Busy Body," The "Recruit- 
ing Officer and The Beaux Stratagem." 

And in the issue of Sept. 10-17, it is stated that "Next Monday Night 
will be performed, The Drummer; or. The Haunted House, by the 
young Gentlemen of the College." The play for Friday the 17th was 
the Beaux Statagem. 



JONES PAPERS 181 

Mr. Roy did me the favour to call upon me this Morning to 
let me know you were all well on Monday last which was a 
very great pleasure to me. There was another Man with him 
whom I think he called Harris that had brought down to 
deny Col. Martin's Charge against him for forcing this Man 
to Vote against him. Col'l Martin has exposed himself very 
much to most considerable People here in making such frivolous 
Complaints. I understand he was very civil to you in your 
Journey, there was always a good understanding between him 
[and] me, tho he has shown a shiness of late years in not coming 
to my House, which I do not look upon to be a very significant 
matter. I do not understand the Burgesses are yet resolved 
when to break up. The shortest time I hear talk'd if is to 
Morrow Se'night I believe I shall procure a Horse to bring you 
down. Will tells me Catesby was a very good boy at Mrs. 
Chamberlayns, and I hope he will be so at his Uncle Wood- 
ford. I have nothing further to ad now but my kind love 
and hearty service a every Body without mentioning particu- 
lars only Madam Pratt, who I know has a great Curiosity in 
reading Letters, and I suppose she wul have to read this. 

If I was not convinced, it is so very indifferent to you or rather 
less than that, I would wish you a thousand kisses. However 
I cannot help concluding as I truly am 

Your most affectionate 
husband 

Tho. Jones 
Friday Sep* 17, 1736 



